
 

Regional Land Transport Plan mid-term review  – Cycle Aware Wellington submission 

 

Regional Land Transport Plan mid-term review – 
Cycle Aware Wellington submission 
We would like to make an oral submission. Please contact ron.beernink@gmail.com. 

Key points of our submission 
● Key observations on the plan 

○ Planning without a bigger picture 
○ Further delay of Wellington to Hutt Valley project 
○ Active transport needs to be an inherent part of each transport project 

● There are serious concerns with this public consultation process 
○ Not possible to provide informed feedback 
○ No easy access to overviews of the projects 
○ No clear explanation of the rating changes 

Key observations on the plan 
Planning without a bigger picture 

● A concern is that the current plan shows activities like the Cross Valley Link that do not 
appear to be guided by an overarching strategic programme of work. 

● It is therefore good to hear that WCC are now wrapping projects like the Aotea Quay 
improvements and the Adelaide Road improvements into the LGWM programme of work. 

Further delay of Wellington to Hutt Valley project 

● We want to see a higher priority for the NZTA Wellington to Hutt Valley cycleway/ walkway 
/Resilience project (W2HV Link). 

● We are concerned and frustrated to see that the W2HV Link project has once again been 
dropped in priority. 

● W2HV Link is essential in linking the Wellington and Hutt Valley cycling networks, and any 
delay results in taking more time for people to take up cycling or to cycle more; in turn 
impacting on the significant health benefits that active transport brings.  

● The delay in this project in turn delays achieving full benefits from the recent Hutt Rd 
shared path improvements, and delays further such improvements to Thorndon and Aotea 
Quay. 

● In addition W2HV Link is a key part of the regional cycling network, as well as ensuring 
resilience for the regional rail network.  

1 



 

Regional Land Transport Plan mid-term review  – Cycle Aware Wellington submission 

● Therefore it warrants being treated as a strategic activity that should have higher priority 
than the tactical optimisation projects such as the SH1 Tawa through CBD interim 
optimisation measures. 

● Most of all with the increase of cyclists including less confident cyclists, the current 
shoulders along SH2 are no longer a safe place for people to bike.  This needs to be 
addressed with the greatest urgency, either through interim actions or fast tracking the 
Wellington to Hutt Valley Project.  

Park & Ride facilities benefit cyclists and walkers as well 

● Park & Ride facilities need to provide multi-modal transport facilities, and should not be 
geared to just cars and public transport.  

● Bike facilities at most railway stations are very poor in terms of providing secure and 
convenient lockup facilities that protect bikes from the elements.  

● This discourages people to see biking as a more practical option to get to their local 
station, instead of taking a car. 

● We therefore urge that this project does see park & ride as part of the objective to provide 
an attractive and safe cycling network. 

Concerns with this public consultation process 
Not possible to provide informed feedback 

● The difficulty in accessing sufficient overview information of the various RLTP activities / 
projects and not being able to understand why the regional profile and priority has 
changed, means that community stakeholder groups like ourselves cannot easily enough 
provide informed feedback.  

● We have been told that the ratings framework will most likely change again with the new 
government changing the transport priorities, and also that the WCC are now rolling some 
of their projects up under the Let’s Get Wellington Moving (LGWM) activity.   Which means 
that it is not possible to provide feedback on the current draft RLTP programme plan as it 
does not correctly inform the projects and the ratings. 

No easy access to project information 

● We asked the RTLP team to provide a high level overview of the projects, but were told to 
contact each of the relevant authorities.  This was very frustrating as we didn’t have the 
relevant contact details for each of these authorities. 

● Although we asked each of the authorities, we either did not get an answer at all or in the 
case of WCC got told that their projects are now rolled up into the LGWM programme. 

● We can’t see a reason why the RTLP cannot provide a register that provides a high level 
description (scope, timeframes, objectives, rating logic) for each project and a link to 
further project information. 

● Please appreciate that volunteer advocacy groups like ourselves do not have the people 
and time to go chasing for this information.  It is your job to make it readily available in a 
suitable manner. 

No clear explanation of the ratings & priority changes 

● We had to ask why the ratings & priorities had changed, and were told that this was 
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because of the previous government changing the parameters. 
● This is understandable but we should not have had to ask for that information.  It should 

have been made clear in the email and supporting document that was sent to 
stakeholders. 

● It is clear that the new government will change the parameters again, so what is the value 
in commenting on the changes in ratings and the impact on the priority? 

● Regardless, the high level description for each project should provide a clear explanation 
of what thinking was applied to the NZTA assessment framework that resulted in the 
specific ratings and priority. 

● Without this information stakeholders like ourselves cannot provide meaningful feedback. 

 

 
 

 

About Cycle Aware Wellington 
Cycle Aware Wellington is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation aimed at improving conditions 
for existing cyclists and encouraging more people to bike more often. We advocate for cyclists 
who use their bikes for recreation and transport. Since 1994, we’ve worked constructively with 
local and central government, NZTA, businesses, and the community on a wide variety of cycle 
projects. We represent around 2,000 members and supporters. 

 

Nā mātou noa, nā Cycle Aware Wellington 
Day Month Year 
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