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Oriental Parade – submission by Cycle Aware Wellington 
We would like to make an oral submission. Please contact eleanor.meecham@gmail.com 

Key points of our submission 
● A shared path on a key commuting route is a bad idea 

● Consider the rise of e-bikes 

● If technically the path must be shared, make it bike priority 

● Consider reducing the speed limit to 30kms 

A shared path on a key commuting route is a bad idea 
A shared path will not meet the the objectives of this project — which are to improve the level of 
service for both people on bikes and pedestrians. We know and you know that shared paths don’t 
work well for either types of user except when volumes are very low. On Oriental Parade, the 
volumes of people walking, running, and cycling are often very high, especially in summer.  

The two-way cycleways you’re about to build at Cobham Drive and Evans Bay will encourage 
more people to commute by bike. Encouraging people to cycle but then expecting them to mix 
with pedestrians — effectively requiring them to slow to walking pace — is asking for trouble. To 
avoid conflict, the whole of Oriental Parade needs a two-way dedicated cycle lane to help cycle 
commuters get to the city and back efficiently without endangering or upsetting walkers. 

The waterfront from Waitangi Park to the Railway Station is a long-term example of how mixing 
people walking and biking causes conflict. It doesn’t make sense to engineer yet more situations 
that we already know don’t work well. 

Remember that many Wellingtonians already have a negative attitude towards ‘cyclists’. Creating 
yet more situations where people can feel aggrieved at them will add to the problem.  

We see that the original designs discussed and shortlisted by the Oriental Bay working group 
were all two-way dedicated cycleways. So why do we now have two shared path options? 

We strongly recommend returning to a two-way dedicated cycleway design, with a view to 
eventually continuing this around Oriental Parade to meet the two-way Evans Bay cycleway. A 
comprehensive cycle network is only as good as its weakest point. Please don’t invest money into 
creating a substandard solution. 
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Consider the rise of e-bikes 
The use of e-bikes is on the rise. Many people using e-bikes are older, less confident cyclists 
(rather than the fast and fearless). This means that many e-bikers will use any dedicated cycle 
infrastructure you provide for them, rather than ride on the road. Mixing electrically powered 
vehicles with meandering walkers of all ages is a bad idea. 

If technically the path must be shared, make it bike priority 
If NZTA stipulate that this section of path must be shared because of the planters, please make it 
clear that bikes have priority. Make it obvious to anyone stepping onto the path that bikes will be 
present in numbers. Paint it green and mark it bike priority — on the path, not just on poles —  so 
people immediately realise they’re stepping into a space that isn’t just footpath. 

You could also add dropped kerbs to allow people (for example, with buggies) to easily cross the 
planters at any point. This will help stop people walking along the path rather than just crossing it.  

The paint and signage is also important for channelling bikes to the correct side of the planters. 
Because this section of Oriental Parade is naturally divided into two by the trees, and he seaward 
side is very narrow, it’s really important for the comfort of people walking that cyclists use the 
correct side here. 

Minimise the risks of angle parking with a buffer zone 
We recognise the need for plenty of parking along Oriental Parade, but we also recognise that 
narrow traffic lanes plus angle parking can be dangerous for anyone (eg, road cyclists) who 
choose to ride on the road rather than mix with pedestrians. To minimise the risk, remove the 
median strip completely to allow a buffer behind angle-parked cars. This would also benefit 
drivers (who’ll have more space to back out and see traffic before joining it) and families getting 
strollers, scooters, and bikes out of car boots. 

Consider reducing the speed limit to 30kms 
Reducing the speed limit on Oriental Parade to 30kms would be consistent with the overall 
atmosphere and use of this road. It is a through route, but it’s also a destination for walkers, 
runners, families, and so on. Lowering the speed limit would: 

● help to reduce traffic volume (one of the community objectives identified by the working 
group) as the slower speeds would mean fewer people would see this route as a good 
alternative to the Mt Victoria tunnel 

● make Oriental Parade feel more like a space to relax rather than an arterial route 
● help people cross the road safely 
● help people exit angle car parks safely 
● help residents turn across traffic to enter driveways and garages safely.  

 

Nā mātou noa, nā Cycle Aware Wellington 
19 November 2017 
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About Cycle Aware Wellington 
Cycle Aware Wellington is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation aimed at improving conditions 
for existing cyclists and encouraging more people to bike more often. We advocate for cyclists 
who use their bikes for recreation and transport. Since 1994, we’ve worked constructively with 
local and central government, NZTA, businesses, and the community on a wide variety of cycle 
projects. We represent around 2,000 members and supporters. 
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