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TR 31-17 Featherston Street, New Cycle Lanes – 
Cycle Aware Wellington submission 
We would like to make an oral submission. Please contact Alastair Smith agsmith37@gmail.com 

Key points of our submission 
● We support the proposals overall 

● Make it safer and easier for bikes to get into the right turn lane at Bunny St 

● Provide a pedestrian crossing on the north side of the Bunny St/Featherston St 
intersection 

● Protect against vehicles going straight through from Bunny St East to Bunny St 
West 

● There should be enforcement of the lane blocking rule 

● Continue the cycle lane across Waterloo Quay 

● Protect bikes from conflict when turning left from Waterloo Quay into Bunny St 

● Green surface treatment should be continuous past intersections 

We support the proposals overall 
These proposals formalise cycle lanes that have improved cycling in this area, and help to get 
more people on bikes. The introduction of a bicycle right hand turn from Featherston St into 
Bunny St is very useful. An informal study  showed that 30% of people biking through the 1

Mulgrave/Thorndon intersection were trying to get to the Molesworth St area and were 
undertaking illegal and dangerous maneuvers to do so.  

However we have some suggestions for making cycling even more attractive in this area. 

Make it easier for bikes to get into the right turn lane at Bunny St 
There needs to be consideration of how bikes get to the right turn lane. As it stands, bikes will 
have to cross two lanes of fast moving traffic to reach the right turn lane. A solution would be to 
provide a bicycle only advanced traffic light phase for south bound cyclists on Thorndon Quay at 
the Mulgrave St lights. Bikes could then cross to the right hand lane ahead of other traffic. 

1 https://cycwell.wordpress.com/2014/12/11/cycling-a-view-from-the-office/ 
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Provide a pedestrian crossing on the north side of the Bunny 
St/Featherston St intersection 
There is a strong desire for pedestrians to cross on the north side of the Bunny St/Featherston St 
intersection (see photo and diagram). The underpass route via the railway station does not 
provide a satisfactory solution for many pedestrians. 
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These pedestrians pose a danger to themselves, and also to people on bikes trying to avoid the 
pedestrians. Providing a pedestrian crossing here would not only facilitate pedestrian movement, 
but also allow bikes an option for reaching the right turn lane into Bunny St if they have failed to 
cross the traffic lanes. 

Protect against vehicles going straight through from Bunny St East 
to Bunny St West 
Cyclists turning right from Bunny St East (green in diagram below) can be in conflict with vehicles 
going straight through into Bunny St West from the right turning lane (red). Signage should make 
it clear that vehicles should not use Bunny St East to access Bunny St West. 

 

There should be enforcement of the lane blocking rule 
While the bicycle lanes in this area are appreciated, at congested times vehicles that fail to 
change lanes correctly can block the cycle lane. This creates risk, and makes people feel less 
confident about cycling. There needs to be education about this, and enforcement of the lane 
blocking rule, which was introduced in December 2016. 

Continue the cycle lane across Waterloo Quay 
People turning right from Bunny St into Waterloo Quay can find themselves in conflict with traffic 
in the adjacent lane (see diagram). It would improve safety to mark the cycle lane across the 
intersection. 
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Protect bikes from conflict when turning left from Waterloo Quay 
into Bunny St 
Bikes going north on Waterloo Quay and turning left into Bunny St can be pinched by other left 
turning vehicles. There should at least be sharrows to encourage bikes to take the lane, or better, 
a protected lane around the corner. 

 

Improve access to Fran Wilde walkway from Thorndon Quay 
Fran Wilde walkway provides a useful route for bikes heading to Centreport and the waterfront. 
12% of bikes passing through this area used this route . It would help to signpost this route from 2

Thorndon Quay, and improve the crossing of the kerb. 

Close Bunny St to through motor traffic 
Access to West Bunny St between Featherston St and Lambton Quay is intended to be only for 
access to Victoria University, but it is used by vehicles as a rat run. East Bunny St between 
Featherston St and Waterloo Quay is very busy with motor vehicles, pedestrians, and bikes. It 

2 https://cycwell.wordpress.com/2014/12/11/cycling-a-view-from-the-office/ 
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would improve safety, and make the area a more pleasant introduction to Wellington, if both 
sections of Bunny St were closed to through motor vehicle traffic. Whitmore St is the logical route 
for through motor vehicle traffic. 

Green surface treatment should be continuous past intersections  
The plans show the green surface treatment as broken when passing intersections (at Mulgrave 
St, and the Railway Station entries/exits). The green treatment should be continuous to reinforce 
bicycle priority - just dash the white edge lines.  

About Cycle Aware Wellington 
Cycle Aware Wellington is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation aimed at improving conditions 
for existing cyclists and encouraging more people to bike more often. We advocate for cyclists 
who use their bikes for recreation and transport. Since 1994, we have worked constructively 
with local and central government, NZTA, businesses, and the community on a wide variety of 
cycle projects. We represent around 1,500 members and supporters. 

 

Nā mātou noa, nā Cycle Aware Wellington 
5 May 2017 
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