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Love the Bay – Cycle Aware Wellington submission 
We would like to make an oral submission. Please contact eleanor.meecham@gmail.com 

Key points of our submission 
● We support Options C, B, and D, in that order 

● Option C is our favourite — if it has the right detail 

● Option B is also good because it causes the least disruption 

● Option D is also good for people concerned about loss of parking at the shops 

● We don’t support Option A — it won’t achieve the project’s aims 

● We trust you to make the right decision 

We support options C, B, and D, in that order 
We like each of these three options because: 

● they’ll all be safe enough for people from 8 to 80 to cycle on 

● they all reflect best practice design for encouraging uptake in cycling  

● they all provide a consistent, convenient, and comfortable design for cycling 

● they all provide a solid kerb for parking against 

● continuing the cycleway through the shops means better protection from cars, buses, and 
trucks, and makes the cycleway a connected whole rather than two isolated sections 

● the straighter alignment of the cycleway and kerb will make The Parade less confusing for 
all users. 

As well as all these reasons, we’ve detailed below things we like and things to consider about 
each specific option.  

Option C is our favourite — if it has the right detail 
We principally support Option C. As well as the reasons stated earlier, we like this option 
because: 

● it prioritises driver and cyclist safety — putting cyclists at footpath height makes it easier 
for cyclists and drivers to see each other 

● cyclists will have more room for passing each other 

● it provides more lane width for driving. 
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However, the detail of Option C must provide adequate separation between people walking and 
biking to avoid confusion and collisions. The cycleway must not appear to be a ‘shared path’. 
Current Wellington shared paths (for example, the waterfront) prove that putting walkers and 
bikers together with no separation is problematic and reduces the level of service for both types of 
users. 

Green paint is not enough to provide the necessary separation, but a slight height difference with 
‘friendly’ mountable angled kerbs, or a smooth drainage channel, would do this well.  

The design also needs to provide clear demarcation between the safety strip (next to parked cars) 
and the cycle lane, to remind car passengers to look before crossing the cycle lane.  

Option B is also good because it causes the least disruption 
As well as the reasons stated earlier, we like Option B because: 

● the cycleway is clearly separated from both the footpath and traffic 

● it doesn’t remove any space from the footpath 

● it requires the least change to kerbs. 

The downsides are: 

● people cycling have no room to pass each other 

● cyclists and drivers are more hidden from each other 

● people exiting cars have to step down into the cycleway then up onto the footpath. 

Option D is also good for people concerned about loss of parking 
at the shops 
As well as the reasons stated earlier, we like Option D because: 

● it retains parking at the shops, which business owners may prefer. 

However: 

● it reduces footpath space considerably to accommodate a median strip 

● it reduces footpath space at the shops, which will change the atmosphere of the shopping 
area and may mean the two cafes can no longer have outdoor seating. 

We recognise that business owners and other interested parties will have strong views on the 
layout of the shopping area, and councillors will need to weigh these up. For us, the key 
consideration for the shopping area is to keep the cycleway continuous. Without a continuous 
cycleway, many riders will be put off, and the potential cycling take-up for the southern corridor to 
the CBD will be compromised. 

As we noted for Option C, Option D must provide adequate separation between people walking 
and biking. The cycleway must not appear to be a ‘shared path’.  
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We don’t support Option A — it won’t achieve the project’s aims  
We don’t believe Option A will meet the aims you’ve stated in the Wellington Cycleways Master 
Plan. You propose building a safe and comprehensive cycle network to: 

...reduce congestion, give people more transport choice, and make sure they can easily get to the 
central city and other important places around Wellington. (Page 1) 

You also say: 

It is important that we create a network that is suitable for experienced cyclists as well as 
beginners and less-confident riders.  (Page 4) 

Option A does not create an environment suitable for beginners or less-confident riders. Instead, 
this option puts people on bikes right next to cars, buses, and trucks moving in narrow traffic 
lanes at 50km/h. The lack of a central median means vehicle traffic have no room to give people 
on bikes extra space. 

Cycling right next to fast-moving traffic can be scary for even experienced and confident riders — 
it’s not an environment that encourages novice riders. Many parents would not allow their children 
to cycle this close to fast-moving traffic.  

Tonkin and Taylor’s design report clearly states that Option A doesn’t even meet NZTA or 
Austroads safety guidelines unless the speed limit is also reduced along the whole Parade. 
Reducing the speed limit for the length of The Parade would be very difficult to achieve and may 
also have undesirable side effects.  

We trust you to make the right decision 
As a vibrant, growing city, Wellington should support a range of alternatives to car travel. We 
know your long-term vision includes reducing reliance on car travel, in order to reduce congestion, 
save residents and the city money, and increase liveability for everyone. Making the right decision 
about the Island Bay cycleway is one small step towards realising this vision. We trust you to 
keep the needs of the whole city and all its residents in mind when you decide what The Parade 
will look like in future.  

 

Nā mātou noa, nā Cycle Aware Wellington 
13 August 2017 

About Cycle Aware Wellington 
Cycle Aware Wellington is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation aimed at improving conditions 
for existing cyclists and encouraging more people to bike more often. We advocate for cyclists 
who use their bikes for recreation and transport. Since 1994, we’ve worked constructively with 
local and central government, NZTA, businesses, and the community on a wide variety of cycle 
projects. We represent around 2000 members and supporters. 
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