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Cobham Drive — Cycle Aware Wellington submission 
We would like to make an oral submission. Please contact eleanor.meecham@gmail.com 

Key points of our submission 
● Overall the project looks great 

● A safe crossing to Kilbirnie is essential 

● Make the crossing at Shelly Bay Road safer 

● Future proof the cycle path by making it wide enough 

● Clearly mark both paths  

● Reconsider the carpark  

● Ensure on-road facilities remain  

● Consider other details to complement the plans 

Overall the project looks great 
Congratulations to WCC and NZTA for this important upgrade to our transport network. We 
consider this project a great improvement on the existing shared path. We’re especially pleased to 
see segregated paths for walking and biking. Segregation is essential for reducing conflict between 
different users and encouraging people to commute by bike. Shared paths do not generally work 
well for efficient cycle commuting, especially where speeds or numbers could be high. 

Please consider segregation when developing the next stage, from Evans bay to Oriental Bay. 
Segregating users will be essential for achieving the outcome you want: getting more people onto 
bikes at peak times to help ease congestion. That route sees many walkers and joggers, and a 
shared path environment would be unpleasant for them. 

We also like many of the other details of this project: the planting, the seating, the sculptural 
features, the park-like feel of the area, and the brick delineation between walking and biking paths. 
It’s great to see this transport-oriented project providing a range of benefits to the community.  

A safe crossing to Kilbirnie is essential 
The lack of a safe way to cross Cobham Drive is a glaring omission. You must consider this 
crossing while planning this project, even it’s completed separately.  How will the design of the 
crossing (bridge or underpass) fit with the current plans? Has this even been considered? 
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Make the crossing at Shelly Bay Road safer 
No doubt you’re considering how to cross Shelly Bay Road as part of the Miramar Connections 
project? The solution needs to be in place once the Cobham Drive project is complete to avoid 
collisions between people on bikes and people in cars. Crossing this intersection (either on foot or 
on a bike) can feel really dangerous — cars swing around the corner into Shelly Bay Road very 
fast, and there’s nothing to slow them down.  

If you decide on traffic lights as the solution, consider making them cyclist/pedestrian priority, with 
a green light for turning into or out of Shelly Bay Road triggered only when a car is waiting.  

Future proof the cycle path by making it wide enough 
Three meters wide is narrow for a bi-directional path, even for the current volume of people cycling. 
You hope to grow that number, so make sure the width of the path is adequate for expected 
volumes. Also, consider the increase in people with wide loads, such as cargo bikes, trailers, and 
parents accompanying small children. The proposed 3 metres should be a minimum — wherever 
possible it should be 4 metres or more, to provide for comfortable passing without conflict. 

Ideally you want the path to be wide enough to be pleasurable, not simply functional. People will be 
able to walk hand-in-hand on the walking path, and it would great if people could ride side-by-side 
on the cycle path without obstructing other users.  

Clearly mark both paths on the ground 
To avoid conflict between different users, the cycle path and walking path must both be clearly 
marked on the ground, not just with signage on posts. We see these markings in the plans, but 
please ensure they make it into the final build. We like the different surfaces for the two paths — 
the physical and visual difference between concrete and asphalt will help to discourage people 
from using the wrong path for their mode of transport. 

Reconsider the need for or design of the carpark  
Is the carpark between the two roundabouts really necessary? If so, does the entrance to it have to 
cross the cycle path? This seems like inviting collisions. Images of the current proposal are below. 
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Could the cycleway go on the sea-side of the car park (like the walkway does) so cars don’t have 
to cross it? Then the parking could remain with no potential for conflict.  

If moving the cycle path behind the carpark isn’t possible (although we see no reason why not) you 
must ensure that the carpark entrance is engineered to clearly give the cycle path priority. (For 
example, tighten the turn-in radius, use plastic judder bars, and make the ramp to the level of the 
cycle path as steep as possible.) 

Ensure on-road facilities remain 
We’re please to see the plans show the road shoulder remaining. This is really important for 
dedicated sports riders, fast riders, and e-bikers who can’t or don’t want to mix with slower cyclists. 
Please ensure this wide shoulder remains, to reduce the risks of riding on a 70km/h road.  

The ramps from the road to the cycle path to encourage cyclists off the road before the two 
roundabouts are a great idea, but where are the ramps to get them back onto the road? You need 
both. 

Consider other details to complement the plans 
A few other things you might need to consider are: 

● Do you need to provide drinking fountains? 
● Do you need to provide toilets? 
● Can you provide parking at Evans Bay Marina for wheelchair users and families wanting to 

bike the route without biking to it? 
● Make sure any planting does not overhang and narrow the cycle path (as the current 

harakeke plants do). 
● Make sure the food trucks can only cross the cycle path slowly and carefully. 
● Do you need to change parking restrictions to stop Cobham Drive being an all-day car 

sales lot? People looking for cars to buy may cause issues by wandering in the cycleway. 
Or maybe this is something to consider in future as cyclist volumes rise? 

Nā mātou noa, nā Cycle Aware Wellington — 2 April 2017 

About Cycle Aware Wellington 
Cycle Aware Wellington is a voluntary, not-for-profit organisation aimed at improving conditions 
for existing cyclists and encouraging more people to bike more often. We advocate for cyclists 
who use their bikes for recreation and transport. Since 1994, we have worked constructively with 
local and central government, NZTA, businesses, and the community on a wide variety of cycle 
projects. We represent around 1,500 members and supporters. 
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